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o BANWVARZFIERENETEET L WE A ET A &R B HiEIER
TR o LIS — MR ERMIBHG /4 E IR SR B SRS 23S B -

Dialogue

The Situation: Xido Zhang is shopping at a neighborhood store for some everyday

items.

Fawuyuan: Zao.  Niyao mai shénme dongxi?

Xido Zhang: W6 yao mdi shui. — ping shui dudshdo qidn?
Fawuyuén: — ping shui lidng kuai P4 mdo qgian, 71 ping 1 kuai.

Xido Zhang: Na, wo mai 1. ping. K&lé dudshdo gian?
Fawuyuan: — ping ké&lé yé& shi lidng kuai VY. Yao ma?

Xido Zhang: Yao. Mai lidng ping.

HRERSCR 2P EE MRS B LR RAEE - BEHEEE
AVERAARER » B ] LIRS AR SRR Y « BHREY - MIBHGRYRHE - B4R A
PHERYEROL » NIRRT 04 A g HLRHEER -

KR (FRAUEEIRIE ) Eobiavast - SR R R M 48 E Y
G - AH IR AUERE DL ) s B - S s 2 A FEREF A A TR
R T Esa AT RE LUEFE S P I A 23 - BI0SE — st —3R ~ RIS+
SRR SR B -

Dialogue
The Situation: Xido Xie's parents have invited Xido Zhang, Xiao Wang, Xido Gao,
and Xido Ye to dinner and are chatting after the meal. =~ Mr. and Mrs. Xie are
interested in learning about their guests impressions of China, and they also want to

know what plans they have for the summer.

S RPAETBEEFTXCEETHR-FT > RIFEBEL?
ANEI BRFE—FBIFEW - FMshi> KA Gguan EETE > 1212

#(manman de) H guan T T A T B A huofk A yisi.
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BN SeBa S CE R VA A EREL - Al LUEY - nIDApstE - (EEAEAE - A
st S] - AEEAFEEERERFEINGE D) -
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FoLBR AR FT XHELEET  RIEA BRSO HAM - ££ 80 F4K > K A48

% M DeFrancis % % (%2 % #og— a9 384% ) KRG 8A (T AEEZREA)
(FPXFEARFH) - (FXRb) oot - HEIRCMC 244 BT &
b S AR AR AT B

ZE5P O RCMC AR ABRITFGFXNBELE - BB R AL FIE T X

U sPse i E i E# (Amazon.com) HYREMEHEMAL © The worst. This book is so poorly put together it is
mind blowing. Chinese language books should include complete information - this means including pinyin,
characters, and english (English) for everything covered.... the beginning level text is also quite bad. They start
with only pinyin and sometimes add characters later. Why? It just doesn't make sense. Such a waste of money

and time. This book is absolutely horrible.
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BHENBEFOEE - ZFUR RERYFAELAEFZOZ I @NES— &
LR EETBXFORE  MEOIXFREAZ Y EEFRAAENGI D
RCMC (The Routledge Course of Modern Mandarin Chinese ) #4432 &) /% 7335
RERFEEYUE/BARNGBERBLLES AW F LA LR TRESD
HROREE - wRERZEEHM M — > LCREAT B RGEE
bR R L o
""" B REGH AL BEE] » Bk T RAFRA ) PIMEBE N -

o

RCMMC (The Routledge Course of Modern Mandarin Chinese ) &9 — 18 3k % £] #7
B4 B A SF R T 5 5!"\ B BHREFNEEBERRA TR EZT D
HEFER (AT Y AR PERRZREE ALK
MAFEFE) Foigoas fﬂz%% TEAES 0 P ABRARIE B TH S E SRAF L
EHOBMSETHEER

RofTTE iE R — B2 G E WA RIS ENE ? et R MERE S —(EF
AP EIEE

2 P H E on ARG AL ¢ 1 should say that I have used many texts in my career teaching Chinese.

I began in the ‘80s with the DeFrancis series (almost the only real option in those days), moved on to Practical
Chinese Reader, Integrated Chinese, Chinese Link, and a few others. After reviewing RCMC, I asked myself
where you had been all these years! This is, hands down, the best introduction to Mandarin Chinese I have
ever seen. I thoroughly approve of the gradual introduction of characters in manageable increments. For years,
I have watched my students’ progress in spoken Chinese constantly limited by the speed with which they could
master the written characters, surely the most complicated part of learning Chinese. RCMC (The Routledge
Course of Modern Mandarin Chinese) combines reasonable literacy progress with optimal oral/aural skill
development in a way that makes proficiency a real possibility for my students. If that were all your text had
done, it would be enough, but my praise does not stop here. ...Thanks again so much for the work you and
your co-authors put into this F{FAY IR

It is a highly innovative feature of “RCMMC” (The Routledge Course of Modern Mandarin Chinese) that words
and characters are introduced separately, so that the learning process of the Chinese characters does not slow
down the learning process of the Chinese oral language (I myself have studied Chinese at department of
sinology at Zurich university where the teachers also separately introduced oral language and Chinese
characters in their textbook "Zhongguohua", so I know by my own learning experience that this concept highly

makes sense.).
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(R )EBFRZORSH T XM AL (xxx) HAFIHFTHTEA

Bk P XA P XM BRI R RS MR G o ARSI L P
FEBRM 2 2R 8 b CHEF R 5 902 (xxx) R 3F 80 X 36 a i — B H 0 B
Sbo A EIRE PO HM > LB 60 36T 4 B L LE BUAR F 60 3L R AT
W ety o AE4E 4R Ao B BT 6 FEgE <

BEEAIMHVRERENME ? HARREFR - B EEBIENR > BAE R ZE
A o POGREEIL T 4E— T T JeRB RS EFREHIEREE

BRI AT MEIET » ARSI 2T BB

Characters
Character Pinyin Meaning
- yi one
= er two
= san three
) si four
h wi five
75 lin Six
+ qi seven
A ba eight
@ jiu nine
+ shi ten

B1 HMHERNBEFHIRT R

3 P H E on ARG S - (However,) the majority of Chinese teachers within German-speaking
countries are Chinese nationals who where (were) born and educated in (xxx), these Chinese teachers tend to
be very conversative in terms of Chinese teaching techniques and pedagogy. At university level sinology
departments, Chinese teachers that were educated in Europe mostly work in a team with Chinese teachers that
were educated in (xxx), so more progressive teachers have to negotiate and compromise with more conservative

teachers when choosing a textbook for class instruction which is often an obstacle for progress and innovation.
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PR SSG R R TR EEIN IR - e R REN RS E
BRI RN [EING © PR R AT —(EE T HEE] - BIREFEA -

Stroke Order Flow Chart
character: strokes total strokes
— 1
=i 2
- 3

B

4

RSBER I
NI
- 3

N
7
N
s

D
N S \ \
A VT w]h

i
_\_.

B 2 #AReEmESR - IR

MG EERRATRATEIT » SR - RFIEE - EETE A
FHY ~ —EEIE R - SEREMRSTENE - FRFEREEIERIEELE - I8
AR —HEAERREE (J50) BREERE - BRGlEAATT ¢
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Lesson 6 Characters Step-by-Step

)

— yi is a horizontal stroke and is written from left to right. It is

also the radical.
—>

 —

— ¢r has a vertical orientation and is written from top to bottom.

Each stroke is written from left to right. = ér is also the radical.
-

—>
—

= san has a vertical orientation and is written from top to bottom.

Its radical is the character — y1 and it is written last.

g qg—
—

—
'_—‘

B n

W si is a box-shaped character with strokes inside of the box. Its
radical is O wéi. O wéi never serves as an independent
character, but as a radical, it is often associated with the meaning
enclosure. There are two radicals whose shape is that of a box,
the enclosure radical O wéi, and the mouth radical @ kou that
you will learn in lesson 7. [0 wéi is a large box that encloses the
other strokes of the character. T kou is a small box that may
occur next to, above, or below the other components of the
character. All boxes are written in the same way, and as you learn
how to write ™ you learn all of the rules for writing box-shaped
characters.

The first stroke of W9 is a vertical stroke. It defines the left side of

the box. Vertical strokes are written from top to bottom.

The second stroke is a right corner stroke. Right corner strokes

are always written from left to right and from top to bottom as a
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single stroke.

S

Boxes are always filled before they are closed. After you have
written the right hand corner of ®9, fill in the box. The inside of &
includes two strokes, both written from top to bottom. The stroke
on the left is written first. It is a left falling stroke. It is written
from top to bottom and falls to the left. The stroke on the right is
written second. It is a vertical-curved stroke. It starts as a vertical

stroke written from top to bottom and then curves to the right.

*7 7Y

After you have filled in the box, close it with a horizontal stroke
written from left to right. In boxes, the closing stroke is always

the last stroke.

22,

—p
Notice that although the radical for the character ¥ is O, itis not
written as a separate unit. The first two strokes of O are written
together, but the last stroke of O is written after the two strokes

on the inside of the box.

B3 #MHEZRAGNEL

FES MR AR: > FeMIRILE DB T B tH 388 - 1A 2 DAGH Ry tH 38085 - (Rl
LLSE 75 aRAE T RoB -
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Characters
# ching | often JE % feichang extremely
% % changchang often
H, de,di | particle W dith map

1212 # manman de slowly

B4 SUEFARBEROEM BT

P EGGLEY  AREETIERTNES - SRt S EEFHR AR

A
gH °

FEaFAith 48 T —(EEFLUIE - BRI R B2 - Z2iREY - |
ST ERERBAERBMEFR TE - MR EEZIFE A AEE - R AR
REVTTE - WHERHE T Sei R S N RUET A At SRR REIRIRE /T
DIE BB Y - BT EaEt T AFRNSEHRE - DEMSEEEEEY - 27
EY  BEEBMENE TETNEY T £ T 2% REEEREELT

1. Indicate the number of strokes used in writing each character.

a. + b A - d =
e. £ fm g N ho

2. Circle the character in each line that corresponds to the meaning on the left.

a. ba: eight X AN
b. yi: one — =
c. liu: six R 7N
d. shi: ten + +
e. san: three X =
f. ér: two + =
g. jili: nine 7 A
h. wu: five h S
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1. si: four =] uej

v

J. qt: seven +

3. Write the first stroke of each of the following characters.

a. /\ e. I
b. L f. =
c. T g
d. h. 75

4. Complete each character by writing in the missing strokes.

a. six
b e/
couw V1
d. five T
e. cight /

5. Chinese Sayings. Complete each of these expressions by writing in the

appropriate numbers in Chinese characters to match the English translations as in the

example.
Example
_ (xIn)  (yl) —xin — yi one-heart-one-mind
y1 y1 whole-heartedly, with one’s heart and

soul
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8o
*
ac

5 30

A

(ri bu jin, rd gé)

y1
__ (qim)
san
(mao bu ba)
y1
(rén xing bi you wo shi)
san

one - day -no - see, as if - apart -
three - autumns

Being apart for one day feels like
three years.

one-hair-not-pull

stingy
three-person-walk-certainly-
have-my-teacher

When three people are walking
together, one of them is sure to be

teacher. (There

my

something to learn from others.)

is always

W R A TR R F R AR N R HISRE T At 0 - SR RERAY R
SEATT

1. Indicate the number of strokes used in writing each of the following characters.

a o

o ®

1% f. ¥
1£ g &
B h. B
H i %
w j- A

2. Circle the character or characters in each line that correspond to the meaning on
the left.

a. shi(hou) time
b. month
c. live

d. (Z¥ like)

&

72
#



WALBE D VR A AP B R EEHM—H R ES R

51

e. write

f. (begin)

g. (France)

h. (map)

1. with

j. (&A% think)
k. often

1. north

B
%
o
2R
7
-

3t

4

= OF N =

R | 4B

3. Write the first two strokes of each of the following characters.

o o o e
R R

o
Ul

lmz)

P |0

—

%
IE
S
i

4. Complete each character by writing in the missing strokes.

35
7

‘y

huan (xihuan like)

gen with

han (Han zi Chinese)

di (dita map)

shi (shihou time)

xi  (xuéxi study)

zhu live, reside
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h. 47 jué (juéde think, feel)
i fé’" Xi& write
J- + x1 (xthuan like)

5. Rewrite this list of characters, arranging the characters in terms of their total
number of strokes. Begin your list with the character with the fewest number of

strokes.

|k B E |1 || BE|A

Ul
B
)

o | B | ME

Ee

:
e
F

6. Radicals. Here is a list of characters from lesson 6 through lesson 16. Rewrite

each character in the row next to its radical.

3 ] I - = S LA |
2 # 0% M kR B

7. Character Sleuth. Group the following characters in terms of a part that they
share in common. The shared part need not be the radical in each character. Write
the shared part first, and then list the characters that share the part afterwards, as in

the example. You can use a character more than once.
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g’gﬁ’ﬂé”{l"é’%’i@’i"&&”%”%’ﬁg
}E‘ ’ ‘&) ’ »_%‘1 ’ ;‘% ’ % ’ E ’ g ’ nrf"i y B, %‘t}/: ’ ,f& ’ /H:)
Shared Part Characters
A AP KK’ X

8. Find the words and phrases. You won’t be able to completely understand the
following passage, but it contains many characters that we have learned.

a. Circle ten words that we have learned that are composed of two or more

characters each and write them on the answer sheet below the passage.

b. In one sentence in English, state the general topic of this passage.

AHER T XN E AR T XRET o AT R A 0 S0 BFHE bR
BREAT S BFXFoRT L BMIRERA - BRI LS F o —F
AT IR FE P X EBR > R 0BT XERE - L2 —EIIRE > A5
BYBAE S AREREAFIREE T - BARMTURMR S » BTG — 25 o F XEEARMR
o TABRRER -  REAR—EGEF -

a. Words in this paragraph composed of two or more characters:
1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
6. 7. 8. 9. 10.
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9. Find the Incorrect Characters.
Xido Zhang has written this note to his Chinese teacher back home, but he has written
12 characters wrong. Circle the mistakes and write them correctly in the space

below the note.

REFTRAETERS —FT7 c RREREFR TR - ARG EFZE > REFF
XIEFH BRROBIG > CADEET - BEBEREF T XH T - LR
fEfe R ERAEFERTFRT X AP B X - RO EFTEHE P T —
IR TUFHRRS -

10. Focus on Phrase Order: Scrambled Sentences. Rewrite each sentence, putting

the phrases in the correct order to match the English translations.

a. k¥ / €/ FEF) TEA/F/B/IBE/R I/ F

She can write Chinese characters but she writes them extremely slowly.

b. B/t / £/ A /C&/ T/ &/ T/ ¥R /&

They have already been living in China for several months.

c. R /kuai-¥ / &985HE / Bguan / R /yong/ voER / Al / &

When I first arrived I was not used to using chopsticks to eat.

d. ¥ /shujia/shu #9 / 4% /fang / BA4% / #& /gdongzudo/ — 1@

After we begin summer vacation I have to find a summer job.

c. ¥fl / & /R / &K/ B/ FR /F/ -k

Please buy me a Chinese map.
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11. Rewrite these sentences in Chinese characters.

a. Zhe¢ zhang M¢igud ditt dudshao qian?
b. Q: Ni xianzai zai zuo shénme?
A: W0 zai xuéxi Fawén.
c. Tamen dou feichang xihuan zhu zai B&ijing.
d. Ni juéde zai Zhongguo kai ché rongyi haishi zai Méigud kai ché rongyi?

e. W0 gang 14i Méiguo de shihou, bu xihuan chi Méiguoé fan, manmande xihuan le.

12. Rewrite the following dialogue in Chinese, using characters throughout.

Xi¢ xiansheng: Do you think Chinese characters are very difficult?

Xido Gao: I think they are extremely difficult.

Xi¢ xiansheng: Do you like learning Chinese characters?

Xido Gao: [ don’t. But (even though I) don’t like (it), I have to learn (them).
Chinese people only write characters.

Xié¢ xiansheng: I think gradually you will feel that characters are not difficult.
Xido Gao: Is that true? (Really?)

ABM—— CGRAREERE) A F st SR 4 EiES > FRERAR]
SREARPEE THERSEIEE > HBRA TERETHIGER - =28 IR - 3 KR
SECE o AL PAAE A it i SR A RS R AR

AL RS 4 T R SSEER AR ~ A T JenBiR S ) BT R R
G ss BT - JerB RSN ERUET RS e E AN - ARGt ESEAE
EET o A A E MEE e RV A = AT AR EH - B2 T AEERS fF
R NEIREF R RSB E R 705 » (RIRAT DA E (2% -
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Speak First, Script Second: Remarks on
Compilation of Textbooks for American Students

Bao-Zhang He
Chung Yuan Christian University

College of the Holy Cross

Abstract

Taking into the considerations of the different aspects between English and Chinese, the
language backgrounds and learning habits of our students as well as the difficultness of
mastering Chinese characters for English native speakers, we developed a two-year
undergraduate course for students with no prior background in Chinese study. Retaining its
focus on communicative skills and the long-term retention of characters, the text is presented
in pinyin from the outset with a gradual and phased removal of pinyin as specific characters
are introduced and learnt. This unique approach allows students to benefit from the support
of pinyin in the initial stages as they begin speaking while ensuring they are guided and
supported towards reading only in characters. This paper details the different ways in the

textbook to help our students learn and retain Chinese.

Keywords: Language specific Chinese textbook compilation, Speak first Script Second,

Chinese character instruction



