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Some Suggestions for Study of Chinese
Grammar from the Linguistic Typological

Perspective

Jung-ku Park

Seoul National University

Abstract

The study of linguistic typology opens up new horizons for linguistics and covers the
diversity of human languages. The approach provides a more convincing explanation of the
synchronic phenomena of languages as well as the diachronic changes of them. This article
shows many grammatical variations in Chinese, and discusses them in terms of types of word
order, constructions, parts-of-speech and functional categories from the linguistic typological
perspective. It proves that many phenomena seen in the synchronic system are not static, but
still changing dynamically, and insists that their changes should be explained cognitively and
systematically. In addition, the approach of linguistic typology requires the interaction
between two or more different domains of grammar. Especially, it emphasizes that
information structure plays a decisive role in deciding the syntactic forms or prosodic
expressions in Chinese. The study of linguistic typology will make a great contribution to the
development of general linguistics, and will also be of great help to the field of language

teaching.

Keywords: Linguistic Typology, Linguistic Universal, Synchronic Linguistics, Diachronic
Linguistics, Variation, Word Order, Construction, Word Class, Functional Category,

Information Structure



